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MCAS Season on the 
Horizon 
Greetings Parents and Guardians: 

My article this month is specifically intended for 
parents/guardians of students in third and fourth 
grade. Starting the week of April 2nd, our third and 
fourth grade students will begin MCAS testing. Our 
teachers have been preparing your children well. We 
have had routine focus on specific areas, and, 
therefore, we are confident that the students will be 
comfortable when it comes time to take the test. 

The two areas of emphasis this school year have been 
response to literature and explaining your thinking in 
mathematics. These two areas have historically been 
identified as challenges for our students. It may be 
helpful if you were to discuss these two focus areas 
with your child and ask him or her to explain how his 
or her teacher has taught them to attack these parts 
of the test. 

On a more general note, please encourage your child 
to do his or her best and make sure he or she has a 
good night’s sleep and a good breakfast. The 
students will receive breaks during testing and be 
able to have a snack. We are going to make our 
students feel as comfortable and confident as 
possible.   

 
 
The information gathered from the test is important 
in helping us improve our school. I am proud of our 
students, our teachers, and our school. I am confident 
that the 2017-2018 test results will reflect everyone’s 
hard work.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MCAS Schedule 2018 

 
ELA 
Grade 4 – Tuesday, April 3 and Wednesday, April 4 
Grade 3 – Thursday, April 5 and Friday, April 6 
 
Tuesday, April 10 – Friday, April 13 
Make-up days 
 
Math 
Grade 4 – Tuesday, May 13 and Wednesday, May 14 
Grade 3 – Thursday, May 15 and Friday, May 16 
 
Tuesday, May 21 – Friday, May 15 
Make-up days 
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Mason’s Message, Updates from the Special Education Department  
by Sarah Caliri, Speech Pathologist 

Assistant Principal’s Post 
by Joseph Padilla 

This month, Richer School staff and teachers will be reading a book aloud to students at our annual “Read Aloud 
Night”. This is a family fun event organized to bring the Richer community together to promote reading for all ages! 
This is a very popular event that the PTO started many years ago, and it was inspired by Reading Across America 
Day on March 2nd. The PTO believes in promoting reading at every age level, and in conjunction with the PTO’s two 
book fairs and two free READ distribution events each year, this is another great opportunity to encourage kids to 
love reading! The students love to have different teachers and staff read to them throughout the event! During a 
rotating schedule, we have as many teachers as possible reading different grade level books in multiple classes at 
the same time. This gives students the opportunity to choose a book reading that fits their reading interest and 
allows for a “just right” book to be read for each grade level at the same time. Once the first shift ends, students can 
move to the next session and listen to another book read by a staff member. We try to schedule four sessions so 
students have the opportunity to listen to 4 different books over the course of the evening.  
 
The PTO works with each staff volunteer to determine what grade level book they will read, but the staff has 
discretion as to what book they choose. As this event promotes reading, we have over the last few years decided to 
hold this event while opening the book fair for the evening. This gives parents and guardians a chance to shop with 
their child and help them find books that are “just right” for them and to have fun doing it!  We also have the staff 
and students wear pajamas during the event for even more fun! We open the “Richer Café” in the cafeteria during 
the night where baked goods donated by parents and the PTO can be purchased for a small fee. The PTO makes 
hot chocolate with fixings which is available at no cost to all families! We are extremely excited, and can’t wait to 
see you all there! Stay tuned for more information and flyers, which will be distributed shortly. 

 

Everyone knows that reading to your child is one of the most important things that you can do.  But did you 
know that talking to your child is just as important and can be done in places that you may not have thought 
about?  Here are some tips to help improve your children’s language and academic skills when they are not in 
school. 

• Talk to your child in the car about things that you see.  Label familiar places.  Read signs.  Point out the 
highway signs.  Explain what they mean.  Ask questions like “What do you think it means when it says “speed 
limit - 25”? 

• Talk to your child when you are preparing dinner.  Label the ingredients you are using.  Label the utensils that 
you are choosing.  Talk about temperature when you are putting food in the oven.  

• Talk to your child in the morning.  Sequence your day by using “transition” words.  First, we are going to have 
breakfast.  Next, we are going to the grocery store.  After that, we will get gas for the car.  Then, we will go back 
home.  Last, we will visit grandma.   

• Talk to your child when you are watching a movie together.  Stop the movie a few times and ask your child to 
tell you the characters, the setting, and the problem.  Ask your child to make predictions about what will happen 
next.  

• Talk to your child at the store.  Label things that you see, even things that you do not buy.  Help your child to 
organize foods and other items into categories (e.g. apples, bananas, oranges, strawberries - these are all kinds 
of fruit.) 

• Provide an ongoing dialogue of everything you are doing.  Even if you think your children are not paying attention, being bombarded with 
language helps develop their language skills.   
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The Children’s Book Review 
 
Have you ever found yourself wondering what books 
your children should read?  Libraries and bookstores 
can often be overwhelming for both parents and kids.  
Shopping online for books can also be a challenge if 
you don’t start out with particular titles in mind.  The 
Children’s Book Review focuses on children’s literacy 
and is a great online resource that can help.   

At www.thechildrensbookreview.com you will find 
reviews and lists of the best books by subject or age, 
preschool to young adult.  The featured bestselling 
picture book for March is I Am a Warrior Goddess by 
Jennifer Adams, and is recommended for children 
ages 4 -8.  It also lists the following as nationwide 
bestselling picture books: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Love by Matt de la Peña (Ages 4 – 8) 

• She Persisted:  13 American Women Who 

Changed the World by Chelsea Clinton (Ages 4 

– 8) 

• Baby Monkey: Private Eye by Brian Selznick 

and David Serlin (Ages 4 – 8) 

• Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin (Ages 3 -

5) 

• Dear Girl by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Paris 

Rosenthal (Ages 4 – 8) 

Visit The Children’s Book Review to find a list of the 
best books of 2017 as well as updated reviews and 
recommendations each month.  Happy reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

ELA News 
by Lisa Richards, ELA Specialist 

Twelve Steps to Increase Your Child’s Math Achievement And Make Math Fun,  
Jo Boaler, Stanford University CEO: youcubed  

Parents and guardians have incredible opportunities to shape their children’s mathematical futures. The idea that some 
children can do well in math and some can’t is a damaging myth that is harmful to children’s mathematical development. 
Everyone can achieve at the highest levels of math in school, if given the right opportunities and support. Some ideas for you 
as you work with your child:  

1. Never praise children by telling them they are “smart.” This may seem encouraging but it is a fixed ability message that is 
damaging. When children are told they are “smart,” they often feel good, but later when they fail in some situation, as 
everyone does, they think “Hmm, I am not so smart.”  

2. Never share stories of math failure or even dislike. Whatever the math homework looks like, be excited about it. Don’t 
worry if you cannot do your children’s homework. Ask them to explain it to you. This can be one of the most encouraging 
experiences a parent can give their children.  

3. Always praise mistakes and say that you are really pleased that your child is making them. Recent research has shown that 
our brains grow the most when we make mistakes. Scientists have found that when people make a mistake in math 
synapses spark, and there is activity in the brain that is absent when people get work correct. What this means is that we 
want people to make mistakes. In fact, making mistakes in math is the most useful thing we can do.  

4. Encourage children to work on problems that are challenging for them, so that they can make mistakes. We know that it is 
important for students to take risks, engage in ‘productive struggle,’ and make mistakes.  This is a delicate balance as you 
don’t want to leave your children struggling to the point that they feel despondent, but always try to encourage as much 
struggle as you think they can cope with at that time. 

Math News 
by Jaime Miller, Math Specialist 

http://www.thechildrensbookreview.com/
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Counselor’s Corner 
by Karen Rivera & Mackenzie Coakley,  
School Adjustment Counselors 

THIS MONTH IN OUR SCHOOL 

Wednesday, March 21 
Report cards go home 
Read Aloud Night & Book Fair - 6 PM 
 

Friday, March 23  
Greater Worcester Opera Performance 
 

Monday, March 26 
Class photo day & Spring Portraits 
 

Thursday, March 29 
Citywide Art Show – 6-8PM Whitcomb School 
 

Tuesday, April 3 
PTO Meeting – 7PM Cafetorium 
 

Thursday, April 5 
Cultural Arts – Northern Exposure, Grade 2 
 

Wednesday, April 11 
Cultural Arts – Science Bug, Grade 1 
 

Thursday, April 12 
Cultural Arts -Science Bug, Grade 1 
Cultural Arts – Mr. Kim, Grade K 
 
April 16-20 – SPRING BREAK – No School  
 
 NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

• If you have moved or have changed a phone number, 
please be sure to call the Richer School office with that 
information.  

• If your child is going to be absent or in late, please be 
sure to leave his/her teacher a message before 8:15 A.M. 

• Notes regarding dismissals or changes in pickup should 
be sent in to your child’s teacher in the morning with 
your child.  

5. When you help your children, do not lead them through 
work step by step, as this takes away important learning 
opportunities for them. We often help children by doing the 
hard part of a problem, such as working out what the problem 
is asking, and then get children to do something easier, such as 
a calculation.  Try not to lower the cognitive demand of a 
problem when helping, or do the thinking for your child. 

6. Encourage drawing whenever you can. Mathematicians 
draw all of the time, they do this because sketching a problem 
helps them really see the important mathematical ideas. 
Drawing and restating problems both help children understand 
what questions are asking and how the mathematics fits 
within them.  

7. Encourage students to make sense of math at all times. 
Children should never think that math is a set of rules that they 
need to. As they work, keep asking “does that make sense to 
you?” Why” or “Why not?” Discourage guessing.  If children 
seem to be guessing, say “Is that a guess? Because this is 
something we can make sense of, not guess about.”  

9. Never time children or encourage faster work. Scientists can 
now examine brain scans when people work on math and 
these have show that timed conditions create math anxiety. 
Math facts are held in the working memory part of the brain, 
and scientists have found that when people are stressed – 
adults or children – their working memory becomes blocked 
and math facts cannot be accessed.  

10. When children answer questions and get them wrong, try 
and find the logic in their answers – as they have usually used 
some logical thinking. For example, if your child multiplies 3 by 
4 and gets 7, don’t say “That’s wrong,” say “Oh, I see what you 
are thinking; you are using what you know about addition to 
add 3 and 4. When we multiply we have 4 groups of 3…”  

11. Give children math puzzles. These have been shown to 
inspire children mathematically and are great for their 
mathematical development.  

12. Play games, which are similarly helpful for children’s 
mathematical development. For young children any game 
with a dice will help. Some board games I particularly like are: 
Place Value Safari, Mancala, Blokus, Yahtzee, Guess Who, 
(great for logical thinking) Mastermind For more games and 
puzzles go to youcubed.org 

Is It Bullying? 

When someone says or does something unintentionally 
hurtful and they do it once, that’s rude. 

When someone says or does something intentionally 
hurtful and they do it once, that’s mean. 

When someone says or does something intentionally 
hurtful and they keep doing it - even when you tell them 
to stop or show them that you’re upset- that’s bullying. 

Math News, continued 


